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Overview 
The purpose of this document is to outline the features of the Rich Data Services (RDS) platform. When a 

new or updated Public Use Microdata File (PUMF) is available, it will then be released in RDS. This will 

allow clients to use custom search filters as well as be able to manipulate and download data as 

required. 



Background 
RDS was introduced as a replacement for the Nesstar platform, which had been used by Statistics 

Canada for over 10 years, however was decommissioned due to a cyber security vulnerability. The intent 

of this new platform is to allow users continued access to the PUMFs, with the ability to manipulate and 

download customized data files. 

RDS Landing Page 
Users can access the RDS platform using their online browser (Edge is recommended).  

See link: RDS Landing (statcan.gc.ca)  

From the landing page, users can choose to access one of two options: RDS Explorer or RDS Tabulation 

Engine.  

The Explorer tab enables users to browse, filter, and customize data packages for download, while the 

Tabulation Engine tab allows users to produce and download customized tables using the available data.  

See additional details and features in the below screenshots.  

 

 

Note: In the context of the RDS platform, “data product” will refer to the survey (PUMF). 

RDS Explorer  
The RDS Explorer tool is designed to allow users to browse data, consult codebooks, and create custom 

extracts by filtering records and selecting variables. Users can also produce and download personalized 

data packages. 

The dashboard view of the RDS Explorer page shows the following:  

https://rich-data-services.statcan.gc.ca/rds/en/


 

 

In this section, we’ll summarize the features of the available options on the sidebar (located on the left-

hand side of the page).  In the subsequent sections, more detail will be provided on each of the menu 

options in the Explorer.  

Note: Sidebar may be hidden. Click on blue arrow to the middle-left section of the page to access a full 

view.  

Table Outlining Sidebar Icons and Their Features 

Icon Features 

 

- Browse through the available data 
products 

- Filter through Catalogue 
- Search for specific variables 

 

- Explore a specific survey (must be 
selected prior to accessing tab by clicking 
the arrow beside a dataset in the ‘Change 
Data Product’ tab)  

- Access detailed variable information 
- Select variables to Package into a 

customized dataset 
- Access survey Description 
- Access Dictionary (derived from 

Codebook) 

 

- Variable(s) selected in the Explore tab 
will appear here 

- Number of records related to the 
selected variable(s) will appear here 

- Ability to select the required output 
format (includes option of output format 
bundles) 



- Package and download 

 

- Packaged files will appear here 
- Once packaging is completed, files can be 

downloaded 

 

- Pop up message regarding RDS Explorer 
details 

 

- Pop up message outlining who to contact 
for support 

 

Change Data Product  
This tab allows users to browse through Statistics Canada’s catalogue of available data products. The 

methods of browsing include filtering through catalogues and/or filtering through specific variables. 

To find a data product, navigate to the search toolbar.  

 

This toolbar allows users to browse using keywords, titles, years and any other characters found in the 

name of a dataset or any of its variables. Once a search is conducted, the results will appear as such:  

 

When the search matches at the variable level, the results show a variable count for each applicable 

dataset. The number of matching variables can be found in a dark grey bubble under each survey title. 

At this point, the user can select which dataset they’re interested in by clicking the arrow displayed to 

the right of the preferred data product.   

Should the user wish to narrow their search criteria, they can use the Catalog filter button in the column 

on the left. Selections can be made from the dropdown menu.  



 

 

Explore 
Once a data product has been selected, the RDS platform will automatically navigate the user to the 

Explore tab. The Explore tab allows users to browse through a specific dataset, and select the variables 

to include a downloadable file, referred to as the Package. A detailed view of the variables, codes, and 

categories will appear in a table format. Users can also access the survey’s metadata from this tab, as 

described below.  

Note: The data product name will be displayed in a dark blue ribbon at the top of the page. Users have 

the option of changing the data product here using the Change Data Product button to the far right.  

In the Explore tab, users will find three (3) tabs: Details, Data, and Dictionary. 

 

DETAILS TAB 

 

The details tab includes the descriptions, citations, restrictions, notes, survey name, sample procedures, 

collection methods, weights, response rates, sample error, citation requirements, and copyright 

information.  

DATA TAB 

 

The data tab includes all information pertaining to the variables, categories, codes, weights, and more. 

This tab allows users to select one or more variable(s) to add to their customized dataset that can later 

be packaged and downloaded.  If a user wishes to download the entire dataset (i.e., all variables), click 

on the ‘Select All’ button to the right of the three tabs (Details, Data, Dictionary). 



See example:

 

Users can browse through the variables by manually typing in the search bar or scrolling through the 

pages to find the desired variable. There’s also an option to display 25 to 200 variables per page. All 

variable browsing options can be accessed through the following row:  

 

 

To select a variable, use the following steps. 

1. Click a column header cell for more details, filters, and statistics. More information will appear 

to the right of the screen. 

See example:  

 
 

2. Review details, filter, and stats tabs pertaining to the selected variable.  

 

3. Adjust filters as required. Use drop down menus and enter the value. Click Apply Filter in the 

bottom right corner.  

 

See example:  

 

 



 
 

4. Once the variable has been reviewed, click Select in the top right corner. This will add the 

variable to the user’s Package.  

Note: to ensure that the variable(s) was successfully added, please ensure that a pop-up number 

appears on the Package icon.  

See example:  

 
5. Repeat steps for all variables that are desired to be included in the Package for download, or 

click on the ‘Select All’ button to the right of the three tabs (Details, Data, Dictionary) to 

include all variables in the package for download. 

DICTIONARY TAB 

 

The dictionary tab provides a listing of all variables along with their label, data type, description, 

question text, and weight information. This information is essentially what would be included in a 

survey’s codebook.   

 

Package 
Once all the required variables have been selected, users should navigate to the Package tab. This tab 

will provide a review of all selected variables, records, and applied filters. Return to the Explore tab to 

make any revisions.  



If all information is correct, users should then Add Output Formats, which will give available download 

options.  

Once prompted, users can select their desired output formats using the Bundles feature or the All 

Formats feature (multiple formats and bundles can be selected). Once all the formats have been 

selected, click Select in the bottom right corner. 

 

From here, a list of output formats will appear. This should be reviewed by the user. If everything looks 

correct, proceed by selecting Package and Download.  

 

Data Extract 
Once packaging processes have been completed, a pop up will appear at the bottom of the page. To 

download the packaged files, click on the download icon to the far right, as depicted below.  

 

Note: If pop up doesn’t appear or user wants to re-access the pop-up, select the Data Extract(s) icon in 

the main RDS Explorer navigator to the left.  



 

The data package will appear as a zipped folder in the device’s Downloads drive.  

 

RDS Tabulation Engine 
The RDS Tabulation Engine tool is designed to allow users to aggregate data across various dimensions 

to create analytical tables. 

Disclaimer: Many of the instructions below are duplicates of those above.  

The dashboard view of the RDS Tabulation Engine page will show the following:  

 

 

In this section, we’ll summarize the available options on the sidebar (located on the left-hand side of the 

page). In the subsequent sections, more detail will be provided on each of the menu options in the 

Tabulation Engine. 

Note: Sidebar may be hidden. Click on blue arrow to the middle-left section of the page to access a full 

view. 

 

Table Outlining Sidebar Icons and Their Features 

Icon Features 

 

- Browse through the available data 
products 

- Filter through Catalogue 



- Search for specific variables 

 

- Aggregate a specific survey (must be 
selected prior to accessing tab)  

- Dropdown menus available for: rows, 
columns, measures, filters, and weights. 

- Once tabulation is complete, user can 
sort rows, columns, displays, and more 
to their desired view.  

  

- Access survey Description 
- Access Dictionary (derived from 

Codebook)  

 

- Packaged files will appear here 
- Once packaging is completed, files can 

be downloaded 

 

- Pop up message regarding RDS explorer 
details 

 

- Pop up message outlining who to 
contact for support 

 

 

 

Change Data Product  
This tab allows users to browse through Statistics Canada’s catalogue of available data products. The 

methods of browsing include filtering through catalogues and/or filtering through specific variables. 

To find a data product, navigate to the search toolbar.  

 

This toolbar allows users to browse using keywords, titles, years and any other characters found in the 

name of a dataset or any of its variables. Once a search is conducted, the results will appear as such:  



 

When the search matches at the variables level, the results show a variable count for each applicable 

dataset. The number of matching variables can be found in a dark grey bubble under each survey title. 

At this point, the user can select which dataset they’re interested in by clicking the arrow displayed to 

the right of the preferred data product.   

Should the user wish to narrow their search criteria, they can use the Catalog filter button in the column 

on the left. Selections can be made from the dropdown menu.  

 

 

 

Tabulation 
The tabulation feature allows users to aggregate data to produce analytical tables. Once a dataset has 

been selected in the Change Data Product tab, the RDS platform will automatically navigate the user to 

the Tabulation tab. At a first glance, the users will see the following:  



 

To begin creating an analytical table, navigate to the section on the left and use the following steps.  

1. Select rows (user can make up to 3 selections). 

2. Select columns (user can make up to 3 selections).  

Note: The dropdown menus for the rows and columns will display the same options. If an option was 

already chosen, it will be greyed out. 

3. Select the desired measure to display in the table’s cells (the default is count). Users have the 

options of choosing between count, percent, sum, average, minimum, and maximum. 

4. Optional: Choose filter(s). 

5. Optional: Choose weight(s).  

6. Click Tabulate.  

 

        Note: Click on the arrows to the left of Tabulate to reset all search settings. 

 

Once the required contents have been selected, a table will appear in the main pane of the page. At this 

point, users have the option of sorting the table as per their needs using the following row: 

 

 

 

Table Outlining Sorting Icons and Their Meaning 

Icon Meaning 

 

Sort by natural order 

 

Sort by name 



 

Sort by value 

 

Display variable code value 
Note: if both this option and 
variable name are selected, the 
table will show both. 

 

Display variable name/label 
Note: if both this option and 
variable code are selected, the 
table will show both. 

 

Display row percentages 

 

Display column percentages 

 

Drop down menu for totals and 
subtotals 

 
Hide empty cells 

 
Set min. and max. decimal places 

 

Swap rows and columns 

 
Provides details on the code used 
to create table in different 
programming languages  

 

Once the table has been created and adjusted to the user’s liking, it can be downloaded by clicking the 

download button at the top right of the table. Users will have the option of choosing between an Excel 

or CSV format. 

 

Data Product 
Once a data product has been selected and is being worked on, more information regarding the product 

will appear in the Data Product tab.  

In the Data Product tab, users will find two (2) tabs: Details and Dictionary. 

 

DETAILS TAB 

 

The details tab includes the descriptions, citations, restrictions, notes, survey name, sample procedures, 

collection methods, weights, response rates, sample error, citation requirements, and copyright 

information.  



DICTIONARY TAB 

 

The dictionary tab provides a listing of all variables along with their label, data type, description, 

question text, and weight information. This information is essentially what would be depicted on a 

PUMF’s codebook.   

 

Data Extract  
Once packaging processes have been completed, a pop up will appear at the bottom of the page. To 

download the packaged files, click on the download icon to the far right, as depicted below.  

 

Note: If pop up doesn’t appear or user wants to re-access the pop-up, select the Data Extract(s) icon in 

the main RDS Explorer navigator to the right.  

 

The data package will appear as a zipped folder in the device’s Downloads drive.  

Support 
For inquiries and assistance about the RDS Explorer or RDS Tabulation Engine, contact statcan.dad-

pumf-dad-fmgd.statcan@statcan.gc.ca. 
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