StatCan Geographies 1
We will explore how to find data for smaller geographies from Statistics Canada.
Let’s begin at the Carleton Library webpage.

StatCan uses different labels for different geography sizes.
We’ll show you a quick guide so you can understand the areas better. You can jump to it by clicking the
link: https://library.carleton.ca/help/census-canada-choosing-census-geography or follow the steps
below.

Click on GIS.

Next click on GIS Help Guides.
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Click on Help with Mapping the Census of Canada.

Click on the What are Census Geographies? guide.

This guide gives a good explanation of all the different area sizes and names so you can best choose the
area that you would like.

We’ll do an example where we look for population data for the city of Ottawa.
In the guide, we can scroll down and see that cities are named Census Metropolitan Areas or “CMAs”.
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Now that we know to look for CMAs, we can go to the StatCan webpage:
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/start

There are two ways to find data for geographies.
In this tutorial, we’ll show you the simplest way.

In the top ribbon, click Data.

You’re now on the data screen.
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If you scroll down, you can see a list of Subjects.
Below that is a list of Geographies.

Since we know we are looking for CMAs, click on the Census Metropolitan Area and Census
Metropolitan Area Part categories.
The CMA for Ottawa contains both Ottawa and Gatineau while the CMA-part contains separate data for
Ottawa and for Gatineau.

We now have 432 data tables that contain data at the CMA or CMA-part level.
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We can now do a keyword search for population.

The first two options are the Census and Annual demographic estimates by CMA, age and sex based on
Standard Geographical Classification.
Let’s choose Annual demographic estimates.

Since we are looking for population of Ottawa, we need to change the Geography.

We have three options, let’s choose only
the Ontario side of the Ottawa-Gatineau
CMA. Choose Ottawa-Gatineau, Ontario
part, Ontario/Quebec and click Apply.
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That gave us only data for Ottawa.

We can also filter by sex and age
group, change the reference period
and customize our layout.

To download the data table, simply click Download options and
choose your format.

We’ll explore how to find data for smaller areas in our next guide.

For more information contact Data Services
https://library.carleton.ca/find/data
dataservices@carleton.ca
122 MacOdrum Library
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